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A Visit All About Roots

Elan Carr, the Special Envoy for Monitoring and Combating Anti-Semitism who was
appointed by President Donald Trump, came to the Museum on June 4, 2019. Carr was
accompanied by his wife, their three children and his cousin, Sasson Somekh. Carr, who is of
Iraqgi Jewish descent, served as an officer in the U.S. Army during the Second Gulf War.
During the war, he organized a Hanukkah candle lighting ceremony at one of Saddam
Hussein's palaces. The menorah he used was designed by the lIraqi-born artist, Oded
Halahmy. The menorah is now part of the menorah exhibition at the Museum. While
standing next to it, Carr recounted the story behind the menorah to his children. He also met
with the Museum's curator, Orly Baher Levy, whose husband Emad was the caretaker of the
Meir Tweig Synagogue in Baghdad. During the military campaign in Iraq, Emad presented



Carr with a prayer book. Carr and his family also met with Mordechai Ben Porat, the
President of the Center, Prof. Efraim Sadka, the chairman of the Center, Aliza Dayan-
Hamama, the Managing Director of the Center, and Ayelet Shemesh, Deputy General

Manager of Programming.
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Yazidi and Kurdish Women Visit the Center

A group of Yazidi and Kurdish women, accompanied by Edwin Shuker, Dr. Mirza Dinnayi and
Yotam Pulitzer, came to the Museum on July 2, 2019. The women's visit in Israel was an
initiative of Bar-llan University and ISRAID. The tour of the Museum, which was led by Dr.
Yehudit Erenberg, was both fascinating and moving. New bridges of friendship were
established in the hope that they will create a better future for the Yazidi and Kurdish
peoples and everyone living in the region.
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Druze MK Gadeer Kamal-Mreeh Visits the Center

Gadeer Kamal-Mreeh, a Druze Knesset Member, came to the Babylonian Jewry Heritage
Center on July 25, 2019. During her visit, she met with the Museum's management and with
the Center's VP of Finance and Operations, Mrs. Yaffa Masasa. MK Gadeer provided a
surprising and moving account of her years as a student at Bar-llan University, when she
lived in Yaffa's home and was like a daughter to her. The MK toured the Museum, was very
impressed with the various exhibitions she saw, and promised continued collaboration with
the Museum's staff.
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Dayan Center Seminar

On July 23, 2019, the Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies, headed by
Professor Uzi Rabi, held its annual international conference on the Middle East and the State
of Israel at the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center. The seminar was attended by researchers
from leading universities around the world. At a meeting between Professor Rabi and Aliza
Dayan-Hamama, the Managing Director of the Center, they explored ways that the two
centers can collaborate, including a joint academic conference.
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Members of HaNoar HaOved Meet with Members of the Zionist Underground

A moving meeting was held on August 12, 2019 between HaNoar HaOved VeHalomed youth
movement coordinators from the Negev District and Zevulun Hareli, the chair of the
Association of the Members of the Underground Pioneer Zionist Movement in Iraq. The
coordinators, Noa, Shani and Gal, who work with fourth, fifth and sixth graders, chose to
focus on the subject of the Zionist underground movement in Iraq at their movement's
summer camp. It all began with a suggestion by Noa that she recount the fascinating story of
her grandparents, Carmella and Levy Olami, both of whom were members of the
underground. During the school year, the children learned a great deal about the Zionist



underground in Irag and prepared to discuss it further at their summer camp. Aliza Dayan-
Hamama, the Managing Director of the Center, welcomed the guests — including Noa, her
grandmother Carmella Olami, and her mother Osnat — and spoke about the longstanding
friendship between her own family and their family that started when they were neighbors
in Nazareth lllit. The gathering was joined by Ezra Ben Yaakov, who was in the underground,
and members of his family. Ezra shared with those present that it was Noa's grandfather,
Levy Olami, who recruited him to the underground and that he hid out in the home of Gal's
relatives in Basra. Zevulun and Ezra described the gripping experiences of the members of
the underground, their resourcefulness, how some of them had to withstand the hardships
of imprisonment, their exemplary discipline, the way they adhered to fulfilling their tasks
before emigrating to Israel, the collaboration with Aliyah Bet (illegal immigration) emissaries
from Israel, their connection with Israel, and more. The was a lot of excitement in the room,
stories had an ending, and new ones were created for the next generation.
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MK May Golan Pays a Visit to the Center

On August 14, 2019, we hosted MK May Golan and her mother Rimona, who as a young girl
came to Israel from Irag during Operation Ezra and Nehemiah. They were joined by Colonel
(Ret.) David Hacham and members of his family from the United States. The guests received
a warm welcome and were served tea and some traditional cheese dumplings, which filled
the room with wonderful scents and evoked childhood memories. The guests later toured
the Museum, which visibly impressed and moved them. They noted that the Museum is a
rare gem that tells the story of the Jewish people and stressed the importance of bringing its
subject matter and exhibitions to the general public.
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Dorit Beinisch, a Past President of the Israel Supreme Court, Visits the Center

On August 15, 2019, we hosted Dorit Beinisch, a past President of Israel's Supreme Court,
her husband, the attorney Yehezkel Beinisch, the former Supreme Court Justice, Itzchak
Zamir, his wife, Rina, and Talia Sasson, a New Israel Fund board member and chair of the
International Council. They were joined by their friends Ran Cohen, a former government
minister, and Baruch Meiri, a highly respected journalist. Ran Cohen and Baruch Meiri
shared their personal stories against the backdrop of the room that commemorates the
victims of the Farhud and the exhibition dealing with the absorption of Iragi immigrants in
Israel. The guests were very impressed with the exhibitions at the Museum, the Torah
scrolls, and the reconstructed lane and synagogue, as well as the history of the Babylonian
Jewish community starting with the exile and up to the present. "It is very impressive and
leaves you with a taste for more," they said when leaving the Museum.



a1k JIN'TINQ n'Ta1y? "YWy I'o

AN INTIND TN FTAY NIXY? NDY] IR A7 NN 7Y ANpona NI Ninnwn
NNIAN 0DYT? QUNIL L INTINAY RN NN 9aR N7nan T 7Y 7apnn nnxn
[IX'TINN NIXIX '9N1 120N 117271 11770 JWnna .yl D77 DY NdYTRN )yn DTyl
NNY NRXMN NIYTA DF0MA-NPTIN-NIPRYY NIAY 2V DTN DRNRa nnnnnn
[21 NNXIX NTIAY 7Y 7IT2 WAT DY VX IXT' 'AX'NAI NIYTN NIDNYNA 11"0 L[IR'TINA

JMYTN NI

Enrichment Tour for the Staff at the Israel Museum

A continuing education program held at the Israel Museum was organized by Nira Lev Ari for
the Center's staff. They were welcomed by the curator of the Youth Wing for Art Education,
where they learned about diverse ways to work with young people. They were later given a
tour by the Museum's curator who specializes in Jewish art, who spoke about some new
Iragi-Indian-British dresses that are currently on display. The group also toured new
exhibitions and video art installations, with a focus on curation and cutting-edge
technologies.
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Unveiling Plaque Donated by Joyce Shemesh, Yitzhak and Lily Assia, and Oz and Ori
Assia

At a ceremony held on August 23, 2019, a plaque donated by Joyce Shemesh, Yitzhak and
Lily Assia, and Oz and Uri Assia was unveiled.

The ceremony was attended by the donor's son, Yitzhak Assia, his wife, Lily, and their sons,
Oz and Ori. They toured the Museum and devoted special time to the exhibitions containing
artifacts donated by their family. The silversmith shop located in the reconstructed lane
features a diamond pin that belonged to Joyce's mother and was donated by her sister. In
the synagogue, there is a chandelier that Joyce donated many years ago in memory of Ezra
Assia.
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Seminar for Ministry of Tourism Tour Guides

On August 20, 2019, we co-hosted a seminar with the Or Yehuda Municipality for around 70
Ministry of Tourism licensed tour guides, during which they became acquainted with the city
and the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center. Aliza Dayan-Hamama, the Managing Director of
the Center, and Yasaf Zayit, the director of the Youth Division at the Municipality who is also
in charge of tourism in the city, welcomed and greeted the guests. The seminar included a
tour of the Museum, a lecture by Mrs. Tsionit Fattal-Kuperwasser entitled A Literary Roots
Journey to Baghdad, and a lecture by Prof. Moshe Gat on modernization and identity among
Iragi Jews. At the end of this fascinating and enriching day, the tour guides received a
heritage and sites booklet published by the Or Yehuda Municipality as well as a booklet
containing tour and study programs from the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center.
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Orientation Days for Teachers in Preparation for the 2019/2020 School Year

August 29, 2019 was one in a series of orientation days that we hosted for superintendents
and teachers from different schools. Similar to previous years, the purpose was to provide
them with updates and introduce them to the diverse subject matter that will be studied at
the Museum in the present school year. The subject matter includes history, culture, and art
in the Babylonian community, in particular, and in the East, in general. The guests were also
shown materials and curricula that were prepared by the Museum's Education and Tours
Department, whose aim is to impart the story of the diasporas, Babylonian heritage, and
more. As part of the seminar, the participants were given a tour of the Museum's different
exhibitions, which always generate identification and excitement among the guests.

On one of the orientation days, the principal of Yitzhak Navon School discovered a wedding
photograph of her grandparents that is on display in the reconstructed transit camp, which
naturally led to a lot of excitement. At the end of each orientation day, the participants were
given booklets containing training programs and subject matter that the Museum offers the
schools and their faculties.
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Gallery Talk: The lllustrated Wisdom of Elders

On July 26, 2019, Mrs. Orly Baher Levy, the curator of The lllustrated Wisdom of Elders,
conducted an enlightening and intimate gallery talk with Sigalit Shir-Darzi and Dudu Shamay,
whose books the exhibition is based on. The event took place against the backdrop of the
superb illustrations created by Dudu Shamay, which using an abundance of humor embellish
and visually depict the adages compiled by Sigalit Shir. The exhibition is based on adages
that Sigalit heard from her parents and on her books Tziyurei Lashon Be-Ta'am Shel Pa'am
and Tziyurei Lashon Be-Ta'am Shel Ode.




NOTA NIIY ”Mwya

NN T2V IRTIMN 7Y N0OYTRN NNX? Mo nwyn waon ovpnn 13.8.2019-a
NTIAYN 70N ,"Maa [T D10t NdNYN 7Y NN9'o 'OXIN NINKY NNXIRD NiZ7nn
NPNIN ARXIN NNV 2D2NK DTN Y"T ,D0IYN DRAXINNTE NI00N Y " MINYIRD
N'">Mo wnw NYUKRI R FTIN' 2P DIXAL DYITR 'wnwn "Dixn ama” Xkwn

.D'YOI 'YYN '"Iyn DAY NYWYN 00 0'ORNA NIX D' PINN

Enrichment Program for the Museum's Guide Staff

On August 13, 2019, the Curation Department held an in-house enrichment session for the
Museum's guides. Nava Mussaffi spoke about the vitrine exhibition A Male Portrait, its
curation process, the historical background and the various artifacts. Dr. Yehudit Erenberg
delivered an engaging lecture on the 'glorification' of a mitzvah and ceremonial objects
among lragi Jews. Ayelet Shemesh, Deputy General Manager of Programming, pampered
the participants with delicious homemade baked goods. It was an interesting, informative
and appetizing day.
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A Replica of the Cyrus Cylinder of King Cyrus of Persia — Now Part of the
Permanent Collection at the Museum

The Cyrus Cylinder of King Cyrus of Persia was unearthed in the ruins of the city of Babylon
in 1879. It is written in Akkadian/Babylonian cuneiform script on a clay cylinder that dates
back to 539 BCE. The inscription offers an account by Cyrus, the founder of the Persian
Empire, of how he freed the Babylonians and other peoples from the rule of the heretic and
despot, Nabonidus, the King of Babylon. Cyrus allowed the Babylonians to return to their
cities and restore their temples and granted a similar right to other peoples who had been
enslaved by Nabonidus. The inscription serves as a reliable historical backdrop to the decree
issued by Cyrus, authorizing the Jewish exiles in Babylonia to return to "Jerusalem in Judah"
and rebuild the Temple — as told in the Book of Ezra 1:1-4 and in Il Chronicles 36:22-23. The
decree marked the start of the Return to Zion period.

Jimmy Ezra from New York donated this replica of the Cyrus Cylinder in memory of his
parents. The original archaeological find is part of the British Museum collection in London.
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lllustration Workshop at the Museum

An illustration workshop for children was held on July 9, 2019. The children and their
chaperones first toured The lllustrated Wisdom of Elders exhibition, after which they were
introduced to the imagination-filled world of the illustrator. They also tried their hand at
making an illustration during the workshop led by the illustrator and caricaturist, Dudu
Shamay, who did so in a delightful manner.
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Nofet Tzufim

A new and updated edition of Nofet Tzufim was recently published. It contains short
homiletical interpretations of the Book of Genesis, some originally formulated by the sage
Rabbi Shlomo Tavina z"l who authored the book, and others that were written by Babylonian
sages and rabbis from Tavina's generation or the one before it. Rabbi Shlomo Tavina z"l, who
was born in Baghdad around 1856, attended the celebrated Beit Zilkha yeshiva that was
headed by Rabbi Abdallah Somekh z"l. While still in his youth, Tavina published three books,
including Nofet Tzufim. In 1880, he went to Bombay with his family, where he worked as a
teacher and a shochet v'bodek (ritual slaughterer and inspector) at the home of the well-to-
do Rabbi Ezekiel Yehoshua Gubbay, the father of the scholar and philanthropist, Farha Flora
Sassoon. He remained in Rabbi Gubbay's home for about two years, after which he moved
to Calcutta, where he lived until his death in 1913. While in Calcutta, he opened his own
print shop, where for a decade he edited and printed the widely-read weekly newspaper,
Maggid Mesharim. During his short life, he wrote around one hundred treatises on the
Torah, but only a few of them were ever published. Nofet Tzufim, originally printed in
Baghdad in 1879, has now been published for a second time. This new edition, published by
the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center, is the product of Biblical research. It incorporates
thousands of sources and references that support Rabbi Tavina's doctrine and biographical
details, as well as the publication of a new and unfamiliar treatise he wrote called Kiryat
Hannah, which contains homiletical interpretations of the Book of Genesis. The treatise was
printed in Arabic in the newspaper HaShoshana (the last newspaper printed in Judeo-Arabic
in Calcutta, written in Hebrew characters).

The book can be purchased at the Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center gift shop.
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